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FARMERS AND THE SINGLE TAX.AVENGED AT LAST; 1

Althougn the great st-ib- s nave resolt-e- d

in much loss, they have done a great
deal to call the public attention to the
social problem. The Government of
New South Wales has appointed a
Royal Commission to take evidence and
report upon the cause of the conflict be-

tween labor and capital, and the best

lasquez, Percy's words took no apparent
eUect, for not a muscle of the mer-
chant's faco moved as he replied:
"There is no one of that name in the
room; to whom do yon refer?"

"To you," answered Percy; "but I
wi'l Cght you under any name you
wish."

"I fail to understand why you should
address me by any name other than my
own, but our seconds will make arrange-
ments, and I am prepared at any time
to meet you." was the reply.

The tall Spaniard and the gentleman
whom Percy had named as his second
then held a consultation and soon de-
cided that the meeting should take
place at daylight in a secluded spot to
the northwest of the town-Perc-y

chose to fight with rapiers, as
he was tolerably skillful in the use of
those weapons and felt more certain of
getting fair play. All arrangements
being completed, Percy and his second
at once made their departure. There
was still time for a few hours' sleep. nd
Percy decided to take advantage of it.

But no sooner had Percy and his

his back. Yon are a stranger and may
have plenty of money which you can
afford to lose, but my suspicions that
the play at Mr. Emerick's house was
not always fair, were confirmed to-nig-ht

and 1 give you warning. B careful."
These words set P ercy thinking, but

they of course did not deter him from
going to Mr. Emerick's on that night
week.

During the time which intervened ho
took & trip up the Riode la Plata to one
of the river ports, and returned on the
morning of bis appointment for the card
party.

When evening came Mr. Emerick
called for him at the hotel and together
they went out to the merchant's house.
Percy was left to himself for about half
an hour before dinner, and he occupied
most of the time witn his thoughts. He
could not by an means make up his mind
that this man Emerick was the man he
was searching for. yet he could not give
up the idea that Emerick was in hiding
for some purpose of his own. There was
a slight resemblance to Velasquez, as he
remembered that rascal, but so long a
time had elapsed since he used to watch
the high play at the gaining house in

When small people fall in lore they
increase their sighs. Pittsburgh Dis-
patch.

There is a vast difference between
living simply and simply living. St.
Joseph News.

A greedy man should wear a plaid
rest, so as to keep a check on his stom-

ach. N. Y. Ledger.
The person who can least spare it is

often most willing to give others a piece
of his mind. Rome SentineL

There is nothing more discouraging
to a man than thoughts of how great he
intended to be. Atchison Globe.

"We may not be soldiers, except of
fortune," said Patsy, the tramp, to his
companion, "but we- - are comrades-in-alm- s

for all that" St. Joseph News.
To Err Is Human. Critic "The

greatest writers make mistakes." Au-
thor "Yes, every writer is liable to put
his mucilage brush into the ink bottle.

N. Y. Sun.
There is a woman who has been

married fifty-eig- ht years, and who has
never missed kindling the kitchen fire.
Her husband is probably the oldest fire-esca- pe

on record.
It may be well enough to call a

spade a spade, if you are going to talk
about spades at all, but it is a good deal
more elevating usually to talk about the
stars. Somerrille JournaL

Office Boy "Editor's gone off fer
weeks. Leave yer bill with me, an I'll
give it to him when he gits back." "I
hoTen't got a bilL I've got a dub."
"Editor's up-stair- s, sir." Good News.

Husband "Look here, Nettie,
what's the use of paying a girl ?12 a
month when you do all the work?"
Wife "Well, the neighbors would say I
had to do my own work if I didn't keep
a girL" Bostonian.

Made to Look At. Visitor "My!
what a splendid library. Hare you
read all those books?" Hostess "No,
but I should like to very much. Vis-
itor "Well, why don't you?" Hostess

"I am afraid of soiling the bindings."
Yankee Blade.

Kind-Hearte- d Snagsby. Dumbley
"Do you believe that women ought to

enlarge their sphere, Snagsby?" Snags-
by "I do, I do, Dumbley. I never lose
an opportunity to persuade Mrs. S. to
give the world the benefit of her great
talents by going upon the lecture-stage-."

Chicago Times.
A Taste of It. Noted Anarchist

(explaining his position to fellow-passenge- rs

on Western railway train)
"Ve vant all laws banished from the
statute books. Ve vant effry citizen to
do as he blease " Leader of West-
ern Outlaws (suddenly boarding the
train) "Hold up y'r hands!" N. Y.
Weekly. j

In order to be a successful teacher
of boys, it is necessary to be their friend.
It is necessary not only to take an in-
terest in seeing that their lessons are
properly recited, but to be sure also
that they understand what they are
doing and take an interest in it; make
them feel that it is their business now,
and that their future, success in life de-
pends on their doing their work well in
the present. Boys like a friend, not an
overseer.

A COSTLY EGG.

The MLay of Anelent Rome" Nowhere
Compared with ltritlnh Hen.

Not a few of the eggs of British birds
are worth more than their weight in
gold, while those of certain species
which are supposed to have become ex-

tinct bring quite fabulous prices. A
well-marke- d pair of golden eagle's eggs
have been known to fetch 25. The
market value of an egg of the swal-lowed-tail- ed

kite is 3 guineas, of Pal-
las' sand grouse, 30s., while ten times
that amount was recently offered for an
egg of this Asiastic species taken in
Britain.

On the other hand, the eggs of cer-
tain of the social breeding birds are so
common in their season as to be sys-
tematically collected for domestic pur-
poses. And this in face of the fact that
many of them are remarkably alike for
size, shape and beauty of coloring.
This applies particularly to the guille-
mot, whose eggs are often remarkably
handsome. As a rule, the color of these
is bluish green, heavily blotched, and
streaked with brown or black, and the
form that of an elongated handsome
pear.

The guillemot is one of the common-
est cliff birds of England, and is found
in great abundance at Flamborough
Head. The eggs are systematically
gathered by men who are let down the
rocks in ropes. They traverse the nar-
rowest ledges, placing the eggs which
they gather daily in baskets fastened
around their shoulders. The guillemot
makes no ne6t, lays but one egg, and in-

cubation lasts about a month.
The bird sits upright, and when sud-

denly alarmed, as by the firing of a gun,
the eggs fall in showers into the sea.
Most of those collected at Flamborough
are sent to Leeds, where the albumen
is used in the preparation of patent
leather, while the eggs taken on Lcndy
are used at Bristol in the manufacture
of sugar.

At the British breeding stations of
the gannet or Solan goose thousands of
birds breed annually, though in num-
bers less than formerly. In this case
the young birds, not the eggs, are
taken, and on North Barra from 2,000
to 3,000 birds are captured in a season.

The collector kills the ganneta as
they are taken from the nest, and they
are then thrown into the sea beneath,
where a boat is in waiting to pick
them up. In the Faroes the people
keep January 25 as a festival in conse-
quence of the return of the bird. N.

Men Manners.
"Men's behavior," observes Bacon,

"should be, like their dress, not too
strait or point-devic- e, but free for exer-
cise or motion." There can be no genial
fellowship between affable, courteous
people and your stiff-backe- d formalist;
while the intercourse of the latter with
one another is necessarily dull and
dreary to the last degree. They can no
more enjoy society in their strait-jacket- s

of cold reserve, than a wretch in
the stocks could enjoy the hilarity of
the crowd around him-- Whoever desires
to make friends should be cordial and
conciliatory. Nobody cares for auto-
matic men and women who seem to go
by clock-wor- k, and to want oiling at
that. The error of utter unreserve
should be avoided, too. It is less re-
pulsive than its opposite, but it does in-
finitely more mischief. A man had bet-
ter seal up his thoughts and feelings in
his own breast than sputter them forth,
in season and out of season, to every
body he meets. Such incontinency of
speech is sure to make the person guilty
of it unpopular, and to create general
embarrassment and alarm in the circle
in which he m Ives. N. Y. Ledger.

BY ELI r. AKE.
1 RONTON. MISSOURI

WHAT THE MONKEY SAYS.
By the Aid of e. Phnn-iRrap- h a rroreoHa Aequired the Simian Tongue.

The account of the experiments re-
cently made by a learned professor atthe Smithsonian institution in deter-
mining the meaning- of the various
sounds of the simian tongue is of excep-
tional interest- - This gentleman has.
with extreme patience, succeeded in rec-
ording-upon the phonographic cvlinder,
many times repeated, the chatter of
monkeys: and after careful practice of
the sounds thus obtained he finds thaton repeating- them he can make himself
understood by the animals. As it is but
natural to suppose, it is only sounds ex-
pressive of sensations common to our-
selves and our four-foote- d brethren that
have as yet been recognized and defined;
sounds, for instance, that express cold,
hunger, fear and other of the feelings
most frequently experienced.

The value, however, of such investi- -

ial'"": Liiese irom a scientinc stand- - j

point, can hardly be overestimated;
they will unquestionably result in thefgllowing out of an entirely new line of
speculati on and research in the near
future. This novel use of the phono-
graph is an interesting confirmation of
the fact that the more or less marked
tendency of many scientific discoveries
is toward special applications undreamed
of when the offspring of the inventors
ingenuity was first made known to the
world. What at first is regarded only
as an ingenious toy frequently becomes
a necessary adjunct to our civilization.
Photography for a considerable time
seemed to have little use other than
that of ministering to the vanity of the
favored few who could afford to employ
it: now it is used in every branch of
science and art and is, indeed, absolute-
ly indispensable.

The phonograph was long considered
a wonderful but comparatively useless
plaything, and doubts are still ex-
pressed of its ultimate practical value
for the purpose for which it was origi-
nally designed; but there can be n ques-
tion that this invention, like many of
its predecessors, is designed to open out
fresh fields of investigation, and develop
new wonders in many and widely-varie- d

directions. Some very interesting facts
have ln-e- n lately established which
point tothe possibility of the use of the
phonograph in the solution of certain
problems involvingmusieal acoustics.

Alwut two years ago.when Dr. Wange-
mann. Mr. Edison's representative, v.-a- s

exhibiting the phonograph In-for- e the
young Herman Emperor at his palace in
Berlin, a record was alout to be made
of a performance of the royal orchestra.
Dr. Wangemann suggested certain
changes in the positions of the instru-
ments, which experience had convinced
him were mre favorable to the blend-
ing and recording of sound than their
ordinary disposition. The leader of the
orchestra was horror-stricke- n at the
idea of such ::n unheard-o- f innovation:
the Emperor at once commanded that
it should le done, and the record was
made. The result so pleased the Em-
peror that ;it the next royal concert the
strings, wood-win- d and brass were
placed "a la phonograph." The re-
cording of the subtlest, quality, or the
'"soul." of the human voice the phono-
graph iias not yet attained to. bnt for
indicating the purely technical capa-
bilities of the vocal organ it pos-
sesses remarkable possibilites. When
in Paris Dr." Wangeman called
on Mm. Marehesi. the celebrated
teacher of singing, and suggested that
the phonograph might le used for vieul
teaching as it rendered possible certain
distinctions and shades of tone which j

often escape the unaided ear. Mine, j

Marchesi ridiculed the idea, saving that i

her thirty-fiv- e years of tuition had been
none too much to give her right ideas j

on the subject. but she could trust her-
self sooner than the new-fangle- d instru-
ments. Dr. Wangemann. however,
gained permission to call the next day.
when twelve of the artist's pupils sung
a plain scale, ascending and descend-
ing, into the phonograph. Mme. Mar-
chesi was perfectly astounded with the
result, for on listening to the record she
perceived inequalities and inaccuracies
of tone which had escaped even her
keen ear. Chicago News.

Annihilation of Time.
The utter annihilation of time and

space by electricity was never letter
illustrated than by an incident which
occurred on the coast of India, where
two English ships were repairing a tele-
graph cable near Bombay. The two
ships were but half a mile apart; one
of them holding the shore end of the
cable in close communication with
Bombay, the other having the sea end.
which was connected with Aden. It
lKcame necessary for the two ships to
communicate with each other in order
to complete their work: this was done
by one of them telegraphing to liombay
and thence around to Aden, and the
other from Aden around to Ilombay.
Thus as a speedy means of sending
messages a half a mile they were sent
around by a route nearly four thousand
miles in length. Chicago Tribune.

A Story of ltret Ilarte.
In one of Ilret Ilarte's clever parodies

of the French he tells a story in words
something like these: Three gamins
were playing in the streets of Paris. A

priest passed by. "There goes a priest.1
cried one: '"look out for your eggs and
chickens !"' The the priest, hearing the
words, knelt down and prayed for the
boys. Hut. npon reflection, he was con-

vinced that it was not the fault of the
boys, but of their parents. He knelt
down the second time and prayed for
the boys" parents. On another thought
he savr that it was not the fault of the
boys" parents, but of society. He knelt
down again and prayed for society. As
he rose fwm his prayer he said to him-

self: "My friend, who is society ? You
and I are society."' So he knelt down
the last time and prayed for himself.
San Francisco Argonaut.

A Changeable Climate.
"I think," said the clerk in the dry-goo- ds

store, ' that I will resign unless
something is done to make my work
easier. I can't stand the climate."

"What would you suggest?"
"Well, put the ear-muf- fs and the

palm-lea- f pans on the same shelf and
keep them there. It would save a heap
of unpacking and running up and down-

stairs. 'Washington Post.

An Important Point.
Mrs. Rlifkins (reading) The points

of fine seal fur are, first, the texture-- Mr.

lllifkins Humph: Seems to me
.the first point is the price. Good News.

Walter Ma;r. rre!Ut of the North
Mat FaruiriV Aliiancf, Mrit.njc to

the New York Jou.-u.i- l.

A goodly number of single tax men
were among the delegates to the recent
Farmers' Convention at Ocala, r la.,
where I represented North PtZtota. A
resolution would have been presented
at the convention favoring the single
tax had wc been i.ure that the members
were not n want of thorough informa-
tion on the subject.

I am a single tax man. and recom-
mended it to our people in this State.
I would not do this if I held to the be-

lief that the single tax would increase
the burden of the farmer. That is a
myth that will be exploded among the
farmers in a. few more months of edu-
cational work.

Then they will see, as the Knights of
Lalor have long seen, that a single tax
levied solely on the value of land, irre-
spective of improvements, can r.ct bur-
den a worker, be he farmer, mechanic,
or professional man.

The adoption of the single tax by the
Colored Farmers1 Alliance is but an in-

dication of what is coming. W hen the
farmers of the country take up the
single tax there will be such an awaken-
ing as this country has never seen. It
will be greater than the anti-slaver- y

movement because it will not be sec-
tional.

The man who is riding the storm of
rural discontent is Henry George.

Once the single tax is "platformed."
there will be a fighting issue that will
wipe out all past issues of race, section
and religion. The farmers of to-da- y

are not the farmers of twenty years
ago. This time they are going to the
root of our social troubles. They are
coming to see that all other reforms are
fruitless if monopoly and speculation
aro permitted in land the source of all
wealth. The eastern farmer needs the
single tax just as much as the western.
If it were not so the single tax would
be but a local and temporary expedient
of relief. The farmers are a liberty-lovin- g

class, and the single tax, in levy-
ing no tax on the products of labor, and
in giving to individualism the freest
scope, feeds their aspirations for freed-

om-Is

a Tax On Ground-Re- nt Paid By the
Tenant?

I have sometimes irreverently made
Tun of those opponents of the single tax
who insist that it will be distributed
just like a tariff tax, and, therefore that
it has no advantage over any indirect
taxes. If it were in the least likely
that the chief opponents of the tax re-
form would believe this theory, we
would keep silence on the subject, be-
cause nine-tenth- s of all the opposition
would be removed, and the single tax
would at least be adopted in several
States.

But landlords are not so simple-minde- d

as to be deceived by any such
plan as this. They know very well
that they now charge all the rent for
land which they could possibly get. tax
or no tax. Not one of them can be per-
suaded that a tax on ground-rent- s can
ever be shifted upon tenants. So we
must meet this idea with facts and
figures in order to convince the tenant
majority of the Ricardian doctrine that
a tax on ground-rent- s will always be
paid by landlords alone.

Suppose the ground-ren- t of the United
States to be 100, 000. 000. Suppose the
single tax, unlimited, to le adopted;
and this is the particular form of tax
which Mr. Edward Atkinson and the
other advocates of this distribution the-
ory are considering. Something over
8800,000,000 would then lie collected.
On Mr. Atkinson's theory, the landlords-woul- d

add this to their rents, and the
tenants would add it to the prices of
goods. Very well; then rents would be
raised to 1,700,000,000. Instantly the
taxes would be raised to about Sl,60,-000,00- 0.

Rents are then put up to
But the taxes are just as

quickly put up to 3,200.000.000. Rents
are again raised to 56.500,000,000. Taxes
instantly swallow up 6,400,000.000.
Rents are now raised to S13,000,000,000.
But taxes as swiftly follow, absorbing

12.900,000,000. The ul land-
lords once more raise rent to 826,000,-000,00- 0.

But, as this is more than twice
as much as the whole productive power
of the whole United. States, how are
the landlords fioing to get it? And if
they could get, how can they keep it?

There is no use in going any further,
although the figures might be carried
into infinite numbers. The idea that
landlords can add to their ground-rent- s

taxes on ground-rent- s, so long as the
people are determined to take even
half the ground-rent- s in taxes, is trans-
parently absurd. But the idea that
they can add any taxes at all to ground-rent- s,

when they are already charging
all the rent which they can possibly ob-

tain, is equally absurd, though not per-
haps so transparent. The American
landlord very properly charges now all
the rent for land which he can possibly
get. He can get no more, if compelled
to pay a quarter or a half of the whole
of his rent in taxation, for the plain
reason that he gets now all which he
possibly can, and no man can get more
than he can get. Thomas G. Shearman,
in the Standard--

Australia.

The Legislative Assembly of Queens-
land has passed a bill for the imposing
of a tax of three pence on the pound on
capital land values, irrespective of im-
provements. The upper House, how-
ever, threw out the bill on the second
reading. This is the first start of the
single tax in Queensland, and a good
one it is. The landlords of the upper
chamber may resist for a little while,
but will soon have to give way.

Sir Henry Parks for the Government
of New South Wales has introduced a
most sweeping elective reform bill,
which provides for all that the most
thorough Democrats have asked. It
gives female suffrage, provides for
single electorial district, abolishes
property qualifications and cumulative
voting, does away with hustling nomi-
nations, provides stringent provisions
against fraud, and compels the closing
of liquor saloons on election day.
The bill also admits the military and
police to the franchise. This is the
most sweepingly radical measure that
has ever yet been proposed, but it is like-
ly that it will go through- - . The Govern-
ment have not yet announced specially
their financial proposals, but they have
hinted at sweeping reductions to the
tariff and the imposing of taxes on land
values and on property to supply the
loss on customs revenue. The single
tax men welcome the proposition but
will fight the property tax.

The single tax men throughout Aus-
tralia seem to be in the highest spirits.

Or, a World-Wid- e Chase.
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CHAPTER XL
When Percy arrived at Buenos Ayres

he did not rush with precipitate haste
to Emerick & Co. "a office; he took up
his quarters at a quiet English hotel
and then west systematically to work
to find out vhat he could' about Mr.
Emerick. There was little to be
learned, however, for all he could hear
was that Emerick lived in quiet se-

clusion in a handsome modern resi-
dence lying to the north of the town,
which had been previously occupied by
Mr. Howe, his partner, and family.
When not at business Emerick was re-

ported to spend his time at this house,
where he would sometimes entertain a
few friends, particularly some Spanish
gentlemen, who, strange to say, were
not admitted to the better society of
Buenos Ayres. To these guests of
Emerick's the houses of the civil au-

thorities were not open, neither did
any of the numerous wealthy foreign
residents invite them to their tables.
Yet it was no uncommon thing for
them to spend the evening and greater
part of the night at Mr. Emerick's
house, and one of the servants had once
told a confidential friend outside that
their amusement consisted almost en-

tirely of playing cards, drinking wine
and smoking. Yet Mr. Emerick was
exceedingly strict in his attendance to
business and was regularly seen at his
desk in the office of Emerick & Co.,

in a large four-stor- y modern business
block situated near to the custom-
house. Only very seldom did the mer-

chant appear at the theater. Occasion-
ally he could be seen at an Anglo-Germa- n

concert hall, but not often, and
then he was usually alone and would
drink his wine in a little private box
and go quietly home.

That night after his arrival at Buenos
Ayres, our friend Lovel casually male
up his mind to drop into the place for
an hour. He was quite alone and. sit-

ting at a side table partially hidden by
some trees, he could without undue
eftort see all that was going on yet not
attract particular attention to him-
self.

He had been seated there about an
hour when, happening to look up, his
eyes rested upom the familiar form of
Mr. Emerick standing up in one of the
boxes. He was just arranging his chair
so that he could sit behind the curtains
and not be visible to the audience but
Lovel noticed that he was alone and had
a single bottle of wine before him.

Percy failed to get a glimpse of him
again during all that evening, but he
waited patiently and, after the perform-
ance, he still lingered hoping to see the
merchant pass out. He had to wait
some time and in parts of the hall many
of the lights were being extinguished
before Mr. Emerick arose to leave.
When he did he moved about as though
afraid of being seen. It was hardly the
place whore one would expect to see a
person of his position and that was prob
ably his reason for his cautious move-
ments. Percy followed his man rather
closely as he went towards the stage
door where he met a lady just coming
out-- Together they walked across the
Plaza and found a conveyance which was
evidently waiting for them, for, without
a word to the driver, they took their
seats and were driven away.

"The more 1 see of this man the more
of a mystery does he become to me; but
I would like to get a good look at him
face to face once," soliloquized Lovel.

The opportunity was not long de-

layed, for a few days later Percy was
seated on one of the marble seats in the
shade of the Paradise trees on the Plaza
Victoria when who should approach
but Mr. Emerick. Percy was reading a
portion of a London paper which had
arrived on the last mail, and was handed
to him by an English army officer at
the hotel. He hardly knew how to ac-

cost Emerick, but resorted to very sim-
ple tactics by asking him in the free
and easy manner which he had acquired
in America, if he would permit him to
lake a light from his cigar. Mr. Emer-
ick at once drew out a gold match box
and supplied the want.

"You are a stranger here?" he said to
Percy.

"I am, indeed. I arrived here only a
few days since," replied Percy, at the
same time feeling devoutly thankful
that Mr. Emerick had not recognized
him. It was so dark on the piazza at
Long Branch, the only place where Mr.
Emerick had met Percy, that it was a
safe risk to take, and it had apparently
passed safely.

"Have you any acquaintances in Bue-
nos Ayres?"' was Mr. Emerick's first
question.

"None, whatever," answered Percy;
"I am here to see the country, and do
not intend to remain long."

"Where are you staying, may I ask?"
"At the Hotel Victoria," was the re-

ply.
"Then you are an Englishman, I pre-

sume?"
"Yes," answered Percy without allud-

ing to his long residence in America.
"If you ever find the time hanging

heavily on your hands while here."aid
Mr. Emerick, "drop in at my office S;d
see me," Saying which he drew out a
card and handed it to Percy. "May I
inquire your name?" he asked as he
handed the card.

"Byron Iluntly," responded Percy.
"I am sorry I have no card."

This was the assumed name under
which Percy had registered at the hotel
and the one by which he was traveling.

A few days later he called at Mr".
Emerick's office and look lunch with
that gentleman. He also accepted an
invitation to meet a few gentlemen at
Mr. Emerick's house that evening.

Nothing could have suited Percy bet-
ter than this. He went and stayed laic.
Poker was the order of the hour, and
Percy left a winner to such an extent
that he felt in honor bound to accept
the invitation pressed upon him to at-
tend again week later and give the
losers an opportunity to recoup their
losses.

An intelligent Spaniard of about Mr.
Emerick's own age accompanied Percy
part of the way home and grew very
confidential.

"Mr. Huntly," he said, "let me cau-

tion you to be very careful when you go
to Mr. Emerick's next week. There
were one or two gentlemen in that party
to-nig- ht who are adepts at handling the
cards and I have just cause for being
suspicious even of Mr. Emerick him-
self. It is not perhaps the essence of
honor to speak ill of one's host behind

means of preventing labor disputes.
Several single tax men have been,
named on this commission, Mr. Frank
Cotton being of the number. Rev.
Dr. Roseby, of Sydney, Chairman of
Congregational Union, the leading man
of the Congregational clergy of New
South Wales, has delivered an address
upon the relations of Christianity to the
social question which, has attracted
much attention. He declares that it is
hopeless to attempt to elevate men so
long as they are placed in conditions
where their integrity is impossible.
Hence the most urgent reform is the ad-

justment of the land laws on the basis
of justice to alL

An Amusing Economist.

The Peoria (111.) Journal prints, with
editorial commendation, a communica-
tion from Eli C. Lisk. Mr. Lisk de-

clares that the farmer now pays ninety-tw- o

per cent, of the taxes of this coun-
try. One reason for this is, that "all
his property lies open to the assessor
and it all goes on the assessor's books,"
whereas "the rest of the community,
manufacturers and merchants excepted,
have their wealth laid aside in their
drawers and safes and can not be seen
by the assessor, but he has to depend
on their word alone for the correctness
of their listed property." Mr. Lisk is a
little foggy in his English, but his
meaning is quite clear, and he sensitly
declares that "this mode of assessment
is all wrong." What do our readers
supppose is the remedy Mr. Lisk pro-
poses? It is to exempt land entirely
from taxation and assess improvements
and personal property alone. Of course
he suggests new and drastic methods
for ascertaining the amount of bonds
and mortgages, etc, held by each indi-
vidual, and equally, of course, fails to
remember that those concerned have a
perfect right to remove themselves and
their possessions out of any State adopt-
ing such a law. Having started out by
showing that personal property can not
be equitably taxed, he insists that it
alone shall be taxed. The Peoria Jour
nal sapiently remarks that "it will be
observed that the writer does not
espouse the theories espoused by Henry
George, but, on the contrary, takes just
the opposite view." Y'es, this will be
observed.

The Single Tax in Minneapolis, Minn.

C. J. Buell, of Minneapolis, writing
vo the Standard, says: The single tax
is moving right along here. The fact
that Mayor P. B. Winston has joined
our league has caused considerable
comment in the newspapers. Very
many of our leading business men here
are single taxers; while as to the
masses of the people, I have very little
doubt that they would give a large ma-
jority for the single tax, if the matter
could be presented to them on its mer-
its. In the meantime we are trying to
so amend the constitution that the peo-
ple of any country or citv, or of the
State at large, can vote upon the mat-
ter. There are a good many single tax-
ers in the Legislature. The entire
Democratic contingent from this coun
ty nineteen in number with one pos
sible exception, will favor our bill, and
one of the two Republicans will also
favor us. Mayor Stivers, of Brainard,
who is in the House; also John Sheets,
of Todd County, Mr. Bull, of Wright
County, and John A. Keyes, of Winona,
are single taxers. It was Keyes who
put through the Australian ballot law
two years ago, and he is now at work
on a bill to apply the reform to the en-

tire State. I don't know how many
other single taxers there may be in the
House, but our bill is so framed that
any opposition to it has got to deny the
Democratic principle of local

We have great hopes of be-

ing able to carry the measure through.

The Single Tax Principle.

The aingle tax idea is steadily com
mending itself to earnest thinking men
It is a rank injustice that a man should
hold property vacant, with nominal
taxes, and gain the increment of value
produced by the improvements made by
his neighbors, who pay taxes upon
those improvements. The bed rock of
taxation is this: no tax on the products
of labor. This principle is world-wid-e.

It applies with equal force to the town,
the State, the Nation, the world. By
its adoption labor would receive a
healthy stimulus, and would create
wealth as never before. Throughout
the world the burdens of taxation have
fallen upon labor, and in all forms of
indirect taxation the burden falls with
almost equal weight upon all, regard-
less of their circumstances. But place
this burden upon land values only and
at once the basis of taxation becomes
absolutely equitable, land speculation
becomes unprofitable, and the induce-
ments to labor to place improvements
upon the land and to advance to its
more general ownership are vastly mul-
tiplied. Grand Rapids Building and
Realty.

They Want the Earth.

Mrs. Juliet Raum, wife of Pension
Commissioner Green B. Raum, and John
Fields, her brother, have begun suit
against the tow-- n of Golconda, I1L, for
the recovery of property valued at over

200,000. They assert titles as heirs of
Green B. Fields, founder of the town,
and the land they claim constitutes
W"ater street, Ohio levee, and the pub-
lic landing. The streets were laid out
by the founder of the town, who,
doubtless was compensated for the sur-

render of the ground necessary by the
increase in the value of his other land.
He appears to have neglected to deed
these streets to the public, and now
these people propose to make their fellow-

-citizens pay dearly for his neglect.
Of course the whole value of this
property has been created by the people
of Golconda, without whose presence
the land in question would not be
worth quarreling about. This is
another beautiful illustration of the
justice and equity of the existing sys-
tem of land tenure about which we
hear so much from its interested de-

fenders.

Beneath all political problems lies
the social problem of the distribution of
wealth- - This our people do-no-t gener-
ally recognize, and they listen to quacks
who propose to cure the symptoms with-
out touching the disease. "Let us elect
good men to office," say the quacks.
Yes; let us catch little birds by sprink-
ling salt on their tails! Social

friend departed than the tall Spaniard
and Mr. Emerick were again in con
sultation. "That Englishman must
never leave this country alive," he said,

and I can not and will not run the risk
of fighting him. He is probably a
skilled swordsman or would not choose
such weapons, and since there must be
no mistake about his being disposed of.
other means must be resorted to."

"That will be easy enough," replied
his second in Spanish. "You go to bed
and get a few hours' rest and I will at-
tend to the rest."

"Do this and you shall be well paid,"
said Mr. Emerick. The, Spaniard ap--

s5r

OXE OF THEM SJRT7CK XI XM A, HEAVY BLOM

OX THE HEAD.

parently entertained no very high esti-
mate of Emerick's promises anc
thought it would be better to havt
something on account. So he demanded
a payment in advance, and upon his de-

sires being satisfied he left the house
and made his way into the town as fasi
as possible, to find suitable men t
carry out his plans. As daylight dawned
Percy and his second arrived on the
spot which had been agreed upon. Thej
were first on the scene, buthad not Ions
to wait, as Mr. Emerick and his second
arrived soon after them.

It took but a short time to prepare
for the fight, and when ready the sec-
onds were standing a short distanct
from the men who, devoid of coat and
vest, stood facing each other. The word
was given, and they measured swords.
Then as they crossed, Percy heard s

rush behind him, and in another in-

stant a cloak was thrown over him and
he was forced violently to the ground.
His struggles were in vain, and a mo
ment later he felt his feet being tied bj
rough hands so tightly that be suffered
intense pain. The next thing he kne
he was being carried somewhere
though in which direction he had no1

the faintest idea.
Once ho heard his second's voite ex

postulating, but only for a second. H
writhed and struggled, paying no atten
tion to the injunction of his captors
given in Spanish, telling him to keej
quiet Finally, tired of handling suet
a troublesome load, one of them strucl
him a heavy blow on the head whict
stunned and effectually quieted him
Ho remembered no more until somi
hours after, when he came to his senses
with a terrible pain in his head, anc
realized that he was being conveyed it
some vehicle without springs over s

very rough road. What his thoughti
and feelings were can better be imag
ined than described, but his chagrin a
not being permitted to pass his sword
through his enemy's body surmounted
all other feelings. Whither he was be-

ing carried he could form no sort O!

calculation. One thing he was thank-
ful for, and that was life; for so long as

that was left he cherished the hope thai
he might find deliverance. He was to
much exhausted to remain conscious
long and soon sank again into a coma-
tose state-Meanwhil- e,

Mr. Emerick returned tc

his house, settled with the Spanish ras-

cal who had engineered the outrage ox
Lovel and appeared at the usual time al
his office as if nothing out of the ordi-
nary course had happened within the
past few hours. He wa3 little afraid
that any disclosure would be made, foi
he knew full well that the Spaniard
who had acted as Percy's second would
never dare to say a word of what had
happened, lest the other members o'.

the gang should injure him. Of the
others, he had no cause to be afraid.

In the afternoon of the same day Mr.
Emerick received a cable message from
New York stating that his partner had
died that morning. Here was a dilemms
for the merchant. Hew should he act
If he returned to New York he ran a

risk of again meeting that woman sell-

ing newspapers; or he might meel
other equally, to him, disagreeable
people.

Still his business was worth saving oi
selling (for, whatever the secret his-

tory of this man Emerick, and what-
ever the reasons ho had for playing
hide-and-see- k with his fellowmen, he
was undoubtedly a clever man of busi-

ness) and ho had run greater risks than
he imagined he incurred by
New York. So after weighing all the
pros and cons, he decided to sail for the
Empire City by the next steamer.

TO EE CONTINUED. j

A Different Case.
Excited Female Say, if you have

filed them divorce papers for me I want
you to go 'round and stop 'em right
away.

Lawyer Hare you made it up with
him?

Excited Female Lord, no. I don t
have to. He has just been run over by
a train. I want you to sue the com-

pany for damages. Terro Haute Ex-

press.
Thirsty Bonanza Prince "Gimme

some champagne." Waiter "Yes, sir.
Extra dry?" Thirsty B. P. "No- - Extra
wst"- - -- Good News.

San Francisco that it would be danger-
ous to accuse this man of being Mario
Delaro's murderer and then discover
that he was altogether mistaken. Be-

sides, in regard to finding out whether
he was the woman Bregy's husband or
not, he possessed no clew of any kind
on which to work.

The early part of the evening passed
pleasantly enough. Percy continued to
win and so did the gentleman who had
given him the warning on the last occa-

sion of their playing. But after mid-
night the turn came. In an incredibly
short space of time the Spaniard s pile
was reduced to almost nothing, and
Percy also played a losing game. All of
a sudden he detected the unpleasant
fact that they were being cheated.
When he made this discovery he did not
hesitate a moment, but threw down bis
cards and refused to play. The Span-
iards and Mr. Emerick stared at him in
amazement and asked the reason. Lean-
ing back in his chair and quietly lighf-in-g

a cigar, he said, as he puffed away
without the slightest regard to conse-
quences: "Because this game is crook-
ed."

Every man except the Spaniard who
had warned Percy jumped to his feet.
"Sir,"' they said in unison, "what do
you mean by this insult?" "Precisely
what I said," the cool and undaunted
Englishman replied.

"Such insults may pass unnoticed in
England," said Mr. Emerick, with as-

sumed haughtiness, "but here things
are different. The insult which you
have offered us can only bo wiped out
in one way."

"On the modern French plan or in the
stern reality?" asked Fercy, who could
not resist the temptation to hurl a sneer
at the man for whom he had conceived
such a strong dislike.

"We have but one plan here," spoke
up a tall, mustachd. Spaniard, "and
that is to fight to the death."

"Undoubtedly a very good one, too,
but do you propose that I should fight
each of you singly, will you all pounce
upon me at once, or do I take my choice
of opponent?" was Percy's reply, made
as easily as though he was engineering
his way on an unfamiliar street- - The
Spaniards at once commenced speaking
rapidly to each other, at the same time
casting angry glances at Percy, but he
never flinched.

During this conversation Percy's
thoughts chased each other through his
mind with lightning swiftness. If he
fought, his opponent must be this man
Emerick. And what if Emerick should
prove the better man? In that case it
might never be learned who he really
was. lie felt that he had made a mis
take in offending these hot-heade- d

Spaniards. True, there was one who
would probably reuder him assistance,
but even he could not be relied upon.
Percy had no faith at all in men of their
nationality.

In a few moments they ceased their
confab, and Mr. Emerick, acting as
spokesman, said:

"We have decided that you must
either name one of us gentlemen to
fight with weapons which you shall be
allowed to choose or prepare to be
treated as a coward and a liar."

"It is hardly possible that I shall
choose the latter," answered Percy. "It

OUT A CARD AID UA5DED IT TO
FERCY.

is not exactly natural to an English-
man to back out when there is any fight-
ing in prospect, so I accept your propo-
sition. This gentleman on my right
will perhaps act as my second."

The man alluded to was the one he
had walked home with a week before,
and he agreed to act for Percy. Then
Lovel pondered for a moment before he
proceeded to name his opponent- - Each
of the Spaniards stood eying him as
much a3 to say: "Oh, please take me; I
would like to spill a little of your cold
English blood on the fertile plains of

I this Republic; only give me the chance."
The coolest of the lot was Mr. Emerick,
who seemed as unconcerned and indif-
ferent as Lovel himself. But Percy was
not considering whom he should fight;
on that point his mind was fully made
up. He had other thoughts in his mind.
He seemed, as it were, in a trap. He
knew full well that if he further incur-
red the anger of these men he might
never leave the place alive, and his body
might float out on the next tide to the
ocean. It was a bold break he was
about to make, but it meant a great
deal. If he was to be killed, he wanted
to know who killed him. If he killed,
he proposed to know whoia he had
killed. He stood erect, his enemies be-
ing on one side the table and himself on
the other.

Looking Mr. Emerick straight in the
eyes he riveted that gentleman's gaze
in such a manner that there was no es-
cape. Then in a clear, calm voice he
uttered the words: "Leon Yelaaquc, I
will fight you."

But if Mr. Emerick was indeed Ve--


